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8 August 2024

Enterprise Bargaining & Aerial Appliance Update

Enterprise Bargaining 
As reported in the Signal 7 on 1 August, we gave notice to the Government and Self-Appointed 
Bargaining Representatives (SBRs) outlining our concerns that they were not bargaining in good 
faith. 

We outlined a number of steps that we believe were required to meet the good faith bargaining 
requirements. The Table below shows the status of these matters as at today’s date: 

Bargaining Representative Provide 
claims 
by 7 
August 

Respond 
to UFU 
claims 

If there 
are no 
claims 
say so 

ACT Government No No N/A 
G Abrahamffy Yes No N/A 
G Mason Yes No N/A 
A Steele No No No 
R Thompson No No No 

The ACT Government has replied to some UFU claims, most notably the tracked changes draft of 
core conditions which we provided on 2 July. They have not however responded to all of our claims 
and have not provided us with their claims. Further negotiations are scheduled for August 12, 14, 
19, 21, 26, 28 and September 2, 4, 9, 11. 

We will report more fully on the claims of the various representatives and their responses to our 
claims when we have received them. 

We continue to have concerns that the good faith bargaining requirements are not being met. The 
following excerpt from the ACT Government response of today underlines the nature of those 
concerns. 

“Delays in receiving or clarifying claims from all parties delays the investigation process and 
Government consideration of them. 

In relation to the cancellation of the meeting scheduled for 24 July 2024, it was noted that 
the UFU intended to provide further details concerning specific claims. As noted above, 
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further clause drafting and pay claim details were submitted by the UFU on 26 July and 
explained on 29 July 2024. Additionally, other bargaining representatives were still in the 
process of formulating their claims. As such, it was deemed that convening a meeting at that 
juncture would have been of minimal advantage, given the impending submission of 
supplementary information and the ongoing development of claims by other bargaining 
representatives. A subsequent meeting took place shortly after, on 29 July 2024, to advance 
the negotiation process. 
 
As you may appreciate, the Government finds it beneficial to understand union and non-
union bargaining representative claims while formulating its own non-core claims. In 
relation to the ACT Government's claims, these will be presented shortly. 
 
The ACT Government looks forward to continuing to work with the UFU and other 
bargaining representatives to finalise the Agreement.” 

 
We will continue to devote all of our resources to progressing this matter. Noting the priority of 
bargaining, please be patient if you have other industrial issues requiring attention, and in the first 
instance contact a member of BCOM. We remain committed to reaching agreement by the 
commencement of the Government Caretaker period on 13 September. We do however note the 
expressed concern of the Government today that: 
 

“The ACT Government acknowledges our shared desire to finalise all bargaining before the 
Caretaker period (commencing 13 September 2024) and is working to achieve that, but it is 
becoming increasingly unlikely this will occur.” 

 
Arising from the above, we are actively pursuing every avenue to progress negotiations. We will 
report back to members soon and we expect to convene members meetings within the next 2 
weeks. 
 
Aerial Appliance Availability Media 
Please see attached coverage from this morning’s Canberra Times. In addition, ACT Branch 
Secretary Greg McConville will be on 2CC this afternoon at 4.05 pm, and WIN News tonight at 
5.30pm. 
 
 
********************************************************************************* 

To Update your details, please email admin@ufuact.asn.au 
National Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/UFUAnational 

National Website: https://www.ufua.asn.au/ 
ACT Branch Website: http://ufuact.asn.au/ 

ACT Branch Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/UFUACT/ 
********************************************************************************* 
 

Strength in Unity 
 Authorised by Greg McConville, Secretary, UFU, A.C.T. Branch. 
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